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Pursuant to Article 37, paragraph 3 of the Law on Election of Members of Parliament (“RS Official Gazette” Nos 35/00, 57/03 – Constitutional Court Decision, 72/03 – amended by other law, 18/04, 85/05 – amended by other law, 101/05 – amended by other law, 104/09 – amended by other law, 28/11 – Constitutional Court Decision, and 36/11),

The Republic Electoral Commission, at the sitting held on 8 March 2016, issued the following 
R U L E S 
ON WORK OF POLLING COMMITTEES
FOR COORDINATED CONDUCTING OF ELECTION OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEMBERS AND ELECTIONS FOR COUNCILLORS IN ASSEMBLIES OF LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT UNITS, 

CALLED FOR 24 APRIL 2016  
A – INTRODUCTORY PROVISIONS
Article 1 

(1) These Rules shall regulate in detail the work of polling committees as regards conducting the election for members of the National Assembly  (hereinafter: Parliamentary election), formed in accordance with the Instructions for Conducting Election for Members of the National Assembly called for 24 April 2016 (“RS Official Gazette”, No 22/16).


(2) Polling committees referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article shall also perform the tasks of polling committees for conducting elections for councillors in assemblies of municipalities or assemblies of towns/cities (hereinafter: local elections), called for 24 April 2016. 

(3) If the election for members of an autonomous province assembly (hereinafter: Provincial election) is held concurrently with the Parliamentary election, the polling committees referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article shall also perform the tasks of polling committees for conducting Provincial election, in accordance with the Decision of Provincial Assembly on election of Members of the Assembly of Autonomous Province of Vojvodina (“APV Official Journal”, No 23/14). 
Article 2 

(1) Polling committee shall directly conduct the casting of votes at the polling station, ensure the ballot correctness and secrecy, determine the results of voting at the polling station, and perform other tasks specified by the law and these Rules. 

(2) Polling committee shall decide by a majority vote of the total number of members.  


(3) Work of the polling committee shall be public. 

(4) While the polling station is open as well as during the casting of votes, all members of the polling committee or their deputies must be at the polling station or take turns at being present there. 

(5) Members of the polling committee designated to handle the spray bottle with invisible ink who are to cast their vote at another polling station, shall be allowed to cast their vote at their polling station on presenting the decision on appointment for a member of the polling committee. 
B – RECEIVING ELECTORAL MATERIAL 
Article 3 

(1) Working bodies shall deliver to the polling committees by 12 midnight on 21 April 2016 the electoral material for conducting the Parliamentary election. 

(2) The list of electoral material to be delivered to each polling committee for conducting the Parliamentary election shall be part of the protocol delivery and receipt of electoral material prior to voting between the working body and the polling committee in the Form NPRS-12/16, laid down by the Republic Electoral Commission.


(3) Municipal electoral commissions, town/city electoral commissions and electoral commissions of city municipalities (hereinafter: electoral commissions of local self-government units) shall deliver to the polling committees by 12 midnight on 21 April 2016 the electoral material for conducting local elections.


(4) The list of electoral material to be delivered to each polling committee for conducting local elections shall be part of the protocols on delivery and receipt of electoral material in the forms laid down by electoral commissions of local self-government units.


(5) The delivery and receipt of electoral material shall be covered by a protocol in the Form NPRS-12/16. 
Article 4


(1) To the polling committees abroad, the electoral material shall be delivered directly by the Republic Electoral Commission Coordinator on 18 April 2016, in the registered office of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.


(2) The delivery and receipt of electoral material shall be covered by a protocol in the Form NPRS-13/16.

C – PREPARING FOR START OF VOTING 
Article 5 

(1) On 24 April 2016, the polling committee shall meet at 6 a.m. at the polling station in order to prepare for start of voting. 

(2) Members of the polling committee shall prepare the start of voting in the following order: they determine whether the material for voting is proper and complete, they set up the polling station and arrange for the way of work and distribution of tasks and duties in conducting the voting.

a) Determining completeness and regularity of electoral material
Article 6 

(1) The received electoral material shall be compared by the polling committee to the numbers from all the protocols on delivery and receipt of electoral material, thus determining whether the received material is complete and proper. 

(2) If any of the electoral material is missing, the polling committee shall state that in the protocol on work of the polling committee and immediately notify of that the working body, or electoral commission of the local self-government unit.


(3) If the number of ballot papers delivered to the polling committee is insufficient, they shall open the polling station with the ballot papers they have, and the remainder will be delivered to them during the voting. 
b) Setting up the polling station
Article 7 

Polling committee shall set up the room for voting by arranging the places for performing electoral actions from the entrance to the ballot boxes in the following order:


- place where a member of the polling committee handles a UV lamp;


- place where the voter’s identity is determined;


- place where the excerpt from the electoral roll for voting at the Parliamentary election and a special excerpt from the electoral roll for voting at the Parliamentary election for voters serving the military, participating in a military exercise, or being educated in the units or institutions of the Serbian Armed Forces, are located; 

- place where ballot papers for the Parliamentary election are handed out;

- place where the excerpt from the electoral roll for local elections is located; 

- place where ballot papers for local elections are handed out;

- place where a member of the polling committee handles the spray bottle for marking the voter’s finger;

- screens for voting, which must be positioned in such a manner so as to ensure ballot secrecy;

- ballot box for voting at the Parliamentary election;


- ballot box for voting at the local elections.

c) Special rules for setting up polling stations in the territory of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina 
Article 8 

If the Provincial election is to be held concurrently with the Parliamentary election, the polling committee in the territory of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina shall set up the room for voting by arranging the places for performing electoral actions from the entrance to the ballot boxes, in the following order:

- place where a member of the polling committee handles a UV lamp;

- place where the voter’s identity is determined;

- place where the excerpt from the electoral roll for voting at the Parliamentary election, and where a special excerpt from the electoral roll for voting at the Parliamentary election for voters serving the military, participating in a military exercise, or being educated in the units or institutions of the Serbian Armed Forces, are located; 

- place where ballot papers for the Parliamentary election are handed out;

- place where the excerpt from the electoral roll for voting at Provincial election is located;

- place where ballot papers for the Provincial election are handed out;

- place where the excerpt from the electoral roll for voting at the local elections is located;

- place where ballot papers for local elections are handed out;

- place where a member of the polling committee handles the spray bottle for marking the voter’s finger;

- screens for voting, which must be positioned in such a manner so as to ensure the ballot secrecy;

- ballot box for the Parliamentary election; 


- ballot box for the Provincial election;

- ballot box for local elections. 
Article 9 

(1) Polling committee shall check whether any symbols of submitters of electoral lists (political parties, coalitions of parties, groups of citizens) and other election promotional material are displayed at the polling station and within 50 metres of the polling station. 

(2) If election promotional material is displayed at the polling station and within 50 metres of the polling station, the polling committee shall remove it themselves or notify the relevant utility service of the need for such material to be removed.

d) Arrangement on distributing tasks 
Article 10 

(1) Members of the polling committee shall make arrangements for distribution of tasks, whereby it is the most important to determine which members or deputy members will be assigned the duty of performing the following actions:

- handling a UV lamp;

- determining voters’ identity;

- handling the excerpt from the electoral roll for voting at the Parliamentary election and a special excerpt from the electoral roll for voting at the Parliamentary election of voters who are serving the military, participating in a military exercise, or being educated in the units or institutions of the Serbian Armed Forces;

- safekeeping and handing out ballot papers for the Parliamentary election;

- handling the excerpt from the electoral roll for voting at the local elections;

- safekeeping and handing out ballot papers for local elections; 

- handling the spray bottle for marking voters’ fingers;

- instructing voters how to cast their vote;

- taking care that voters put ballot papers into appropriate ballot boxes.

(2) If the Provincial election is held concurrently with the Parliamentary election, members of the polling committee in the territory of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina are to determine which members or deputy members will be in charge of handling the excerpt from the electoral roll for voting at the Provincial election, as well as for safekeeping and handing out ballot papers for the Provincial election.

D – OPENING THE POLLING STATION
Article 11 

(1) After the preparations for conducting the voting process have been completed, the polling committee shall determine that voting may start, and shall state that in the protocol on work of the polling committee.


(2) Polling station shall open at 7 a.m. on 24 April 2016.

Verifying ballot box integrity 
Article 12 

(1) Verifying ballot box integrity shall be carried out in the presence of the first voter to come to the polling station, and the outcome of the verification shall be entered into the control slip for verifying the integrity of the ballot box. 

(2) Verifying the integrity of ballot boxes may not be carried out in the presence of a voter for whom it was found, after the UV lamp check, that he has already voted at another polling station, or who does not have a valid document for determining his identity, or who is not registered in at least one excerpt from the electoral roll.


(3) If the voter who is the first to arrive at the polling station is not registered in all the excerpts from the electoral roll, only the integrity of the ballot box used for the election where such voter may vote may be verified in his presence (for instance, if the first voter is an internally displaced person who is registered in the excerpt from the electoral roll for the Parliamentary election for Members of the National Assembly and not registered in the excerpt from the electoral roll for the election for councillors of the assembly of the local self-government unit, the integrity only of the ballot box into which the ballot papers for the election for Members of the National Assembly are to be put may be verified in the presence of such voter).


(4) Verification procedure shall take place in the following order: 

- when the first voter who is not a member of the polling committee (neither of the permanent or expanded composition) comes to the polling station, the polling committee will carry out the UV lamp check, determine his identity and determine whether he is registered in all the excerpts from the electoral roll;


- in the presence of that voter the polling committee is to verify whether all the ballot boxes are proper and empty, except for the box for voting at the election for which the first voter is not registered in the excerpt from the electoral roll;


- control slips are completed and then signed by all the members of the polling committee and by the voter who was the first to arrive at the polling station;


- in the presence of the first voter, the control slips are put into the appropriate ballot boxes, which are to be then closed and sealed by official ribbon and sealing wax;


- all the actions performed are stated in the protocols on work of the polling committee. 
E – VOTING AT THE POLLING STATION 
Article 13 

When a voter comes to the polling station, the polling committee shall carry out the following actions: checking whether the voter has voted at another polling station, determining the voter’s identity, determining whether the voter is registered in the excerpts from the electoral roll, handing out ballot papers, marking the voter by spray, and instructing the voter about casting the vote. 
a) Checking whether the voter has voted at another polling station
Article 14 

(1) On entering the polling station, the voter approaches the member of the polling committee with the UV lamp who checks whether the index finger of the voter’s right hand has already been marked by invisible ink.


(2) In case the voter has no index finger on his right hand it shall be checked whether other fingers of the right hand have been marked by invisible ink, and if the voter has no right hand, it shall be checked whether fingers of his left hand have been marked by invisible ink.


(3) If it should be found out, after the UV lamp check, that the voter has voted at another polling station, he may not cast his vote and he shall leave the polling station without any delay.

b) Determining the voter’s identity 
Article 15 

(1) After determining that the voter has not voted, he approaches the next member of the polling committee, giving his name and surname, presenting the notification on voting and providing proof of his identity. 


(2) Voter may not vote unless he produces proof of his identity.


(3) Voter may cast his vote also without presenting the notification on the day and time of the election, and the polling committee may not require that the voter present this notification, but must endeavour to find the voter in the excerpts from the electoral roll utilising the available particulars on the voter as stated in the document providing his proof of identity. 

(4) Voter provides proof of his identity by a valid identity card or a valid travel document (passport), as well as by a valid driving licence indicating unique citizen registration number (JMBG).

Article 16 

A valid identity card shall be:


- identity card in the old form, issued before 27 January 2007, within its validity period as stated in the identity card;


- identity card in the old form, issued after 27 January 2007, stating “27 July 2011” as the expiry date;


- identity card issued in the new form, with a contact microcontroller-chip, within its validity period as stated in the identity card;


- identity card issued in the new form, without a contact microcontroller-chip, within its validity period as stated in the identity card. 
Article 17 

(1) Voter who is registered in a special excerpt from the electoral roll for voting of the voters serving the military, participating in a military exercise, or being educated in the units or institutions of the Serbian Armed Forces, may prove his identity also by presenting the military service record card that includes the picture of the voter and his unique citizen registration number.


(2) Voter casting his vote at the polling station within an institution for execution of penitentiary sanctions may prove his identity also by way of an appropriate document issued to him by the Administration for the Execution of Penitentiary Sanctions.

c) Determining whether voter is registered in excerpts from electoral roll and handing out ballot papers
Article 18 

(1) Once his identity has been determined, the voter approaches the polling committee member in charge of handling the excerpt from the electoral roll for voting at the Parliamentary election, who then finds the voter and circles the ordinal number in front of the voter’s name, and after that the voter puts his signature in the appropriate place in the excerpt from the electoral roll. After the voter has put his signature, a member of the polling committee hands him a ballot paper for the Parliamentary election.

(2) After taking a ballot paper for the Parliamentary election, the voter approaches the member of the polling committee who is in charge of handling the excerpt from the electoral roll for voting at the local elections, who will then repeat the described procedure of identifying the voter in the excerpt, circling the ordinal number in front of the voter’s name, the voter’s signing the excerpt, and being handed the ballot paper.

Article 19 

If the Provincial election is held concurrently with the Parliamentary election, the  voter who casts his vote in the territory of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina, after taking the ballot paper for the Parliamentary election, approaches the member of the polling committee who is in charge of handling the excerpt from the electoral roll for voting at the Provincial election, who will then repeat the described procedure of identifying the voter in the excerpt, circling the ordinal number in front of the voter’s name, the voter’s signing the excerpt and being handed the ballot paper, and only after that the voter approaches the member of the polling committee who is in charge of handling the excerpt from the electoral roll for voting at the local elections.
Article 20 

(1) Polling committee may not enter any notes or other additions into the excerpts from the electoral roll.


(2) Polling committee will not allow the person not registered in the excerpt from the electoral roll to cast his vote. 


(3) In case some voters are not registered into all excerpts from the electoral roll (for instance, persons voting at the dedicated polling location or internally displaced persons who are registered in the excerpt from the electoral roll for voting at the Parliamentary election, but not registered in the excerpt from the electoral roll for voting at the local elections), they may cast their vote only at the elections for which they are registered for in the excerpt from the electoral roll. 
Article 21 

(1) A voter may vote only once at one election (Parliamentary, local).


(2) No person may receive more than one ballot paper for one election, and no person may vote instead of another. 
d) Use of spray  
Article 22 

(1) Only when he has been handed all the ballot papers for all the elections where he is entitled to vote, the voter approaches the member of the polling committee who marks the index finger of his right hand by applying special spray to the base of the nail and below it as a sign that he has voted. 

(2) The voter who has no index finger on his right hand will have the base of the nail of his next available finger to the right, and eventually the thumb of that hand, marked by the spray. 

(3) The voter who has no right hand will have the base of the nail of his left hand index finger marked, or of the next available finger to the left, and finally the thumb of that hand. 

(4) If it is not possible to mark voters’ fingers in such a way, the marking will not be carried out.

e) Completing ballot papers
Article 23 

(1) The voter shall complete ballot papers behind the voting screen after he has been instructed by a member of the polling committee about the manner of casting his vote, should the voter request it. 

(2) Member of the polling committee will advise the voter of the following in particular:


- that he may vote only for one electoral list, by circling the ordinal number before the name of the electoral list;


- that it is a secret ballot and that the voting shall take place behind the voting screen;


- that the voting is free and that no one is entitled to prevent the voter from voting or force him to vote, hold him accountable for having voted or not having voted, or the demand from the voter to state why and for whom he has voted.

(3) After completing the ballot papers, the voter himself folds the ballot papers so that his vote cannot be seen and puts the ballot papers into the appropriate ballot boxes, and then leaves the polling station.


(4) Polling committee will charge a member or deputy member with taking care of the voter’s putting ballot papers into the appropriate ballot boxes.

Article 24 

(1) Polling committee shall take care of the ballot secrecy. 

(2) Polling committee shall organize the vote so that no one can see the voter completing the ballot papers.


(3) In the room where the votes are cast there may be only so many voters as the number of voting places where ballot secrecy is ensured.

F – SPECIAL VOTING RULES FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND INCAPACITATED PERSONS 

a) Person unable to complete the ballot paper 
Article 25 

(1) A voter who cannot complete the ballot paper himself (blind, disabled or illiterate person) shall be entitled to bring an assistant to the polling station to complete the ballot paper instead of him in the way he is instructed to by the voter. 

(2) The protocol on work of the polling committee shall state how many voters have cast their vote with the help of an assistant and under which ordinal numbers such voters are registered in the excerpt from the electoral roll.
b) Person unable to come to the polling station
Article 26 

(1) A voter who is unable to cast his vote at the polling station shall inform the polling committee no later than 11 a.m. on the poll day that he wishes to cast his vote.


(2) After determining that such person is registered in at least one excerpt from the electoral roll, the chair of the polling committee shall charge three members of the polling committee in expanded composition, who are representatives of submitters of three different electoral lists (polling committee trustees) to conduct the voting outside of the polling station. 

(3) Before leaving to see the voter, the polling committee must ensure that the number of certificates on electoral rights taken to the voter equals the number of elections that the voter is entitled to cast his vote at. It is not sufficient for the voter to sign only one certificate on electoral rights for voting outside of the polling station if he is to vote at both Parliamentary and local elections.


(4) Polling committee trustees shall visit the voter, determine his identity and perform the UV lamp check. 

(5) Then the polling committee trustees hand the official envelope containing: ballot papers, general electoral lists, certificates on electoral rights for voting outside of the polling station (for the Parliamentary election Form NPRS- 10/16, and for local and Provincial elections the form which is laid down by electoral commissions conducting the election), and special envelopes that will hold the completed ballot papers.


(6) After that the polling committee trustees mark the voter’s finger by special spray, in the manner specified by Article 22 of these Rules.
Article 27

(1) After informing the voter of the manner of voting, the polling committee trustees shall leave the room where the voter is to cast his vote. 

(2) After casting his vote, the voter shall sign the certificates on his electoral rights. 

(3) The he shall place the completed and folded ballot papers into special envelopes that the polling committee trustees seal in front of him using a stamp on the sealing wax with.

(4) The voter shall place these special envelopes thus sealed along with the signed certificates on his electoral rights into the official envelopes that the polling committee trustees then seal in front of him using a stamp on the sealing wax.

(5) Before returning to the polling station, polling committee trustees must check whether the voter has signed all the certificates on electoral rights.

Article 28 

(1) Immediately after returning to the polling station, the polling committee trustees shall deliver the official envelopes to the polling committee, who shall then open the official envelopes with signed certificates on electoral rights and circle the ordinal number under which the voter is registered in the excerpts from the electoral roll.


(2) Then the polling committee shall open the sealed envelopes and take from them the folded ballot papers and put them in the appropriate ballot box.


(3) If a signed certificate on electoral rights should be missing, it shall be taken that the voter has not cast his vote, which shall be entered into the protocol on work of the polling committee.


(4) The polling committee shall enter into the protocol on work of the polling committee the data on how many voters cast their vote outside of the polling station and under which ordinal numbers such voters are registered in the excerpt from the electoral roll, and after the vote, along with other electoral material, all the signed certificates on electoral rights shall be enclosed in a special envelope. 

(5) If the voter casting his vote outside of the polling station is unable to complete the ballot paper (a person who is blind, disabled or illiterate), he may cast his vote with the help of the assistant that he himself designates, in the same manner that such help is used by the blind, disabled or illiterate persons casting their vote at the polling station.


(6) Voting of voters who cast their vote outside of the polling station may only be carried out in the territory of the municipality or town of the polling station.
G – KEEPING ORDER AT THE POLLING STATION 
Article 29 

(1) At the polling station it shall be prohibited for all persons with no rights and duties related to conducting the elections to linger at the polling station.


(2) At the polling station it shall be prohibited to use mobile telephones and other means of signalling and communication, as well as cameras and video cameras.


(3) At the polling station it shall be prohibited to create lists, apart from official records in the excerpts from the electoral roll, of the voters turning out to vote (by writing down a name or ordinal number from the excerpt from the electoral roll of the voters who turned out or did not turn out to vote). 

(4) Exceptionally, it is allowed for the members of the polling committee charged with handling the excerpts from the electoral roll, to write down tally marks on a separate piece of paper and thus keep records of the voter turnout, and to communicate the data on voter turnout to all the members of the polling committee.


(5) Violation of prohibitions referred to in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of this Article shall be considered as violation of order at the polling station.

Article 30 

(1) Representatives of the media may be present at the polling station only in order to prepare reports on the polling process at the polling station.


(2) During the entire period from opening to closing the polling station, the polling committee shall notify the Republic Electoral Commission on the polling process in the manner to be defined by a special decision of the Republic Electoral Commission.

Article 31 

(1) Polling committee shall maintain order at the polling station.


(2) If there is a disturbance of order at the polling station, the polling committee may suspend the voting until order is restored. The reasons for suspending the voting and the duration of such suspension of voting shall be entered into the protocol on work of the polling committee.


(3) If the suspension of voting lasted for longer than one hour, the voting shall be extended by the period of time equal to the duration of such suspension. 
Article 32

(1) Polling committee shall allow unhindered monitoring of each electoral action to the observers whose monitoring of elections was approved by and whose accreditations were issued by the Republic Electoral Commission, and the polling committee shall state their presence in the protocols on its work (Form NPRS-14/16 column 8).


(2) Polling committee may remove an observer from the polling station if he disturbs the order at the polling station, disrupts the work of the polling committee, and especially if he attempts in any way to take part in the work of the polling committee, which the polling committee shall state in its protocol on work of the polling committee, giving reasons for such removal. 

H – CLOSING OF THE POLLING STATION
Article 33

(1) Polling station shall close at 8 p.m. 

(2) Voters present at the polling station at the time of closing the polling station shall be allowed to vote.


(3) Voter present at the polling station shall mean the voter who is at or immediately outside the polling station at 8 p.m. 

(4) Voters present at the polling station shall be informed by the polling committee that they may cast their vote.


(5) Chair of the polling committee shall designate a member or deputy member of the polling committee who will determine the number of voters present at the polling station, define the order in which they cast their vote, stand behind the last of the present voters in order to mark the end of the queue, and wait for all the voter present at the polling station to cast their vote. 
I – DETERMINING VOTING RESULTS 
a) Sequence of determining election results 
Article 34 

(1) After closing the polling station, polling committee shall determine the voting results at the polling station.


(2) When determining the voting results all members of the polling committee or their deputies must be present. 

(3) Voting results at the polling station shall be determined in the following sequence:


- voting results for the Parliamentary election;


- voting results for the local elections.


(4) If the Provincial election is to be held concurrently with the Parliamentary election, polling committees in the territory of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina shall determine the voting results for the Provincial election before determining the voting results for the local elections.

b) Procedure for determining voting results
Article 35 

Procedure for voting results at the Parliamentary election shall be carried out in the following manner:


1. unused ballot papers are counted and placed into a special envelope to be sealed (column 12.3. of the Protocol on work of the polling committee);


2. voters registered in the excerpt from the electoral roll are counted, and thus the total number of registered voters is determined (column 12.1 of the Protocol on work of the polling committee). The total number of registered voters shall include also the voters registered into the special excerpt from the electoral roll for voting of the voters serving the military, participating in a military exercise, or being educated in the units or institutions of the Serbian Armed Forces, if it has been determined that they are casting their votes at that polling station;


3. voters circled in the excerpt from the electoral roll and in the special excerpt from the electoral roll are counted, and thus the number of voters who have cast their vote is determined (column 12.4 of the Protocol on work of the polling committee). Polling committee must count also the voters circled in the list of additional changes in the electoral role, since it is an integral part of the excerpt from the electoral roll; 

4. ballot box is opened and it is checked whether it contains the control slip for verifying the integrity of the ballot box, and the outcome of such verification is entered into the Protocol on work of the polling committee (column 10.3 of the Protocol on work of the polling committee). Control slip shall be placed into a special envelope to be sealed;


5. all the ballot papers from within the ballot box are counted, and that number shall be entered into the column 12.5 of the Protocol on work of the polling committee;


6. ballot papers are divided into valid and invalid ones;


7. invalid ballot papers are counted, placed into a special envelope which is to be sealed, and the number of invalid of ballot papers is entered into the column 12.6 of the Protocol on work of the polling committee;


8. valid ballot papers are counted, and that number se is entered into the column 12.7 of the Protocol on work of the polling committee;


9. valid ballot papers are sorted per electoral lists, the number of votes given to each electoral list is determined, and that number is entered into the relevant box of the table within column 12.8 of the Protocol on work of the polling committee;


10. all valid ballot papers shall be placed into a special envelope to be sealed.

Article 36 

The same procedure shall be repeated in turn when determining voting results at the local elections, or at the Provincial election.
c) Distinguishing between valid and invalid ballot papers 
Article 37 

(1) An invalid ballot paper shall be a ballot paper not filled in, as well as ballot paper filled in such manner that it cannot be determined for which electoral list the voter has cast his vote, for instance: 

- ballot where the voter circled or underlined more than one ordinal number standing in front of the name of electoral lists; 


- ballot where the voter circled or underlined more than one electoral list;


- ballot where the voter circled or underlined more than one leader of the electoral list.


(2) A valid ballot paper shall be a ballot paper where one ordinal number in front of the name of the electoral list has been circled, as well as the ballot paper that has been filled in so that it can be determined with certainty for whom the voter has cast his vote, for instance:


- if a voter circled or underlined in the ballot paper the name or part of the name of one electoral list;


- if a voter circled or underlined in the ballot paper the name of one leader of the electoral list; 


- if a voter circled or underlined in the ballot paper both the name of the electoral list and the name of the first candidate at that electoral list. 

(3) If the ballot has been filled in so that it can be determined with certainty for which electoral list the voter has cast his vote, the ballot will be valid despite:


- the ballot bearing written or drawn comments, slogans and other messages;


- other electoral list being crossed out.
d) Completing protocols on work of the polling committee
Article 38 

(1) As soon as the voting results have been determined, the polling committee shall legibly complete protocols on work of the polling committee, into which they shall, inter alia, enter the following: voting date and place; number and name of the polling station; names and surnames of the polling committee members; number of received ballot papers; number of unused ballot papers; total number of registered voters (for the Parliamentary election, this number includes also voters registered in the special excerpt from the electoral roll for voting of the voters serving the military, participating in a military exercise, or being educated in the units or institutions of the Serbian Armed Forces, if it has been determined that they will cast their vote at the polling station); number of voters having cast their vote; number of voters having cast their vote outside of the polling station; number of voters having cast their vote with the help of another person; number of invalid ballot papers; number of valid ballot papers; number of votes cast for each of the electoral lists.


(2) The comments and opinions of members and deputy members of the polling committee in permanent and expanded compositions shall also be entered into the protocols on work of the polling committee.


(3) If the protocols on work of the polling committee are not signed by all the members of the polling committee, it is to be stated so in the protocol on work of the polling committee, providing, where appropriate, also the reasons why the protocol was not signed. 
Article 39 

(1) Protocols on work of the polling committee shall be made in the prescribed forms, which are to be printed in six copies. 

(2) The first copy of the protocol on work of the polling committee related to conducting the Parliamentary election shall be delivered to the working body of the Republic Electoral Commission, and the first copy of the protocol on work of the polling committee related to conducting local elections shall be delivered to the election commission of the local self-government unit. 

(3) The second copy of the protocol shall be publicly displayed at the polling station.


(4) The remaining four copies of the protocol shall be handed to the representatives of the submitters of electoral lists having won the largest number of votes at the polling station, taking care about which submitters of electoral lists have won the largest number of votes at the Parliamentary election and at the local elections.


(5) Polling committee abroad shall deliver the first copy of the protocol on work of the polling committee directly to the Republic Electoral Commission Coordinator on the premises of the Republic Electoral Commission in the National Assembly building, Ulica kralja Milana 14.

J – LOGICAL AND COMPUTATIONAL CHECK OF
PROTOCOL ON WORK OF THE POLLING COMMITTEE
Article 40 

Logical and computational check of the Protocol on work of the polling committee (Form NPRS-14/16) shall include: computational reconciling of data on the voters, computational reconciling of data on voters and ballot papers, and computational reconciling of data on ballot papers and votes. 
a) Computational reconciling of data on voters 
Article 41 

(1) Total number of voters having cast their vote (column 12.4 of the Protocol) shall be equal to the number of voters circled in the excerpt from the electoral roll and special excerpt from the electoral roll. 

(2) Total number of voters having cast their vote (column 12.4 of the Protocol) may be equal to or smaller than the number of voters registered in the excerpt from the electoral roll and in special excerpt from the electoral roll (column 12.1 of the Protocol). 
b) Computational reconciling of data on voters and ballot papers 
Article 42 

(1) Total number of ballot papers contained in the ballot box (column 12.5 of the Protocol) shall be equal to or smaller than the number of voters having cast their vote (column 12.4 of the Protocol).


(2) Number of received ballot papers (column 12.2 of the Protocol) shall be equal to the sum of the number of ballot papers (column 12.3 of the Protocol) and the number of voters having cast their vote (column 12.4 of the Protocol).

c) Computational reconciling of data on ballot papers and votes 
Article 43 

(1) Number of ballot papers contained in the ballot box (column 12.5 of the Protocol) shall be equal to the sum of the number of invalid ballot papers (column 12.6 of the Protocol) and the number of valid ballot papers (column 12.7 of the Protocol).


(2) Number of valid ballot papers (column 12.7 of the Protocol) shall be equal to the sum of the number of votes received by all of the electoral lists (table in the column 12.8 of the Protocol).
K – DELIVERING ELECTORAL MATERIAL AFTER VOTING 
Article 44 

(1) On determining the results of voting at the polling station, the polling committee shall designate persons who will be responsible for delivery of electoral material for the Parliamentary election to the working body of the Republic Electoral Commission and the persons who will be responsible for delivery of electoral material for local elections to the electoral commission of the local self-government unit.


(2) If the Provincial election is held concurrently with the Parliamentary election, a polling committee in the territory of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina shall designate a person for delivery of electoral material for the Provincial election.

(3) Unless the members of the polling committee agree otherwise, chair of the polling committee and his deputy shall be responsible for delivery of electoral material to the working body of the Republic Electoral Commission, and the first member of the polling committee in permanent composition and his deputy shall be responsible for delivery of electoral material to electoral commissions of local self-government units. 

(4) If the Provincial election is held concurrently with the Parliamentary election, the third member of the polling committee in permanent composition and his deputy shall be responsible for delivery of electoral material for the Provincial election.

Article 45 

(1) Members of the polling committee charged with these tasks shall deliver without delay to the working body of the Republic Electoral Commission in the municipal/town building the following electoral material from Parliamentary election: 

- the first copy of Protocol on work of the polling committee;


- excerpt from the electoral roll and special excerpt from the electoral roll, if voters serving the military, participating in a military exercise, or being educated in the units or institutions of the Serbian Armed Forces, have cast their vote at that polling station;


- sealed envelope containing a control slip for verifying the integrity of the ballot box;


- sealed envelope where unused ballot papers were placed;

- sealed envelope where invalid ballot papers were placed;


- sealed envelope where valid ballot papers were placed;


- sealed envelope where signed certificates on electoral rights for voting outside of the polling station were placed. 

(2) Excerpt from the electoral roll, special excerpt from the electoral roll if voters serving the military, participating in a military exercise, or being educated in the units or institutions of the Serbian Armed Forces have also cast their vote at that polling station, the first copy of Protocol on work of the polling committee, and sealed envelope with signed certificates on electoral rights for voting outside of the polling station shall be delivered by the polling committee separately from other electoral material, which is to be placed in the bag for disposal of the electoral material and thus delivered to the working body, or the Republic Electoral Commission Coordinator. 

(3) When delivering electoral material, polling committee will take every care not to mix electoral material for the Parliamentary election with the electoral material for local elections, or electoral material for the Provincial election.


(4) Remaining material (ballot box, screens for voting, UV lamps, writing implements, etc.) shall be delivered by the polling committee to municipal/town administration. 
Article 46 

(1) After voting in an institution for execution of penitentiary sanctions, the polling committee, shall without delay deliver the relevant electoral material referred to in Article 46, paragraph 1 of these Rules to the working body of the Republic Electoral Commission in municipal/town building. 

(2) After voting abroad, the polling committee shall without delay transfer the electoral material from the polling station abroad to the Republic of Serbia in the manner used for diplomatic consignment delivery, and it shall be delivered directly to the Republic Electoral Commission Coordinator on the premises of the Republic Electoral Commission in the National Assembly building, Ulica kralja Milana 14.

Article 47 

Delivery and receipt of electoral material referred to in Articles 46 and 47 of these Rules shall be covered by protocols in the prescribed forms. 
Article 48 

(1) When delivering electoral material, chair of the polling committee shall also deliver to the municipal/town administration records of attendance at the polling station for members and deputy members of the polling committee in permanent and expanded compositions.

(2) Chair of the polling committee abroad shall deliver the records of attendance at the polling station for members and deputy members of the polling committee to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

L - FINAL PROVISIONS
Article 49 

On coming into force of these Rules, the Rules on work of the polling committees for conducting all the elections called for 16 March 2014 in a coordinated manner shall cease to apply (“RS Official Gazette“, No 15/14).
Article 50 

These Rules shall come into force on the eighth day of the date of their publication in the “Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia”.

02 Broj: 013-56/16
In Belgrade, on 8 March 2016
REPUBLIC ELECTORAL COMMISSION

CHAIRPERSON

Prof. Dejan Đurđević PhD 
